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advantage derived from adherence to Koran and * Sun-
neh' is real; though purchased at a price which may
be considered as above its value.

Setting aside the casuistical shufflings sometimes
induced, as above said, by religious constraint, a good
feature of Mahometan men of business is, due allow-
ance made for individual exceptions, their honesty.
This quality, from whatever cause, runs through all
Levant-Mahometan society, and contrasts it favourably
with the Levant-Christian; but from the nature of
things it attracts most notice in the mercantile class.
A word among these men is, in general, as good as a
bond; and both are respected. Indeed, we have known
large transactions, involving the value of thousands,
opened, continued, and satisfactorily concluded without
a single written cypher. Few Europeans of long re-
sidence in the East but would rather have to do with
a Mahometan than with any other * native' soever,
where money or honour are concerned. Black sheep
are not wanting among them, indeed, no more than in
any other flock; but they are the exception, not the
rule. Our own Levant experience has more than once
shown us mistakes in an account to the advantage of
the receiver corrected by the receiver himself; an ar-
ticle omitted by accident spontaneously made good ; an
extra profit on a bargain acknowledged before enquired
into, and paid before claimed. But these cases, one
and all, were among Mahometans.

Among the citizen classes women have less direct
influence than among the agricultural; nor can it be
otherwise. Towns are the strongholds of etiquette,
and Eastern etiquette has in all times honoured women,
as some printers do the name of the Deity, by a blank.
Mahometanism, in an evil hour for itself, took up and
exaggerated this tendency. Still it would be strange if